Charnwood Gardening Project 

Bobby Smith 

I have no idea what the weather will be doing by the time you are reading this, but at the moment it is still scorching hot. It becomes very difficult to manage the project at times like this as our first responsibility is to our volunteers. Adults with learning difficulties can be particularly vulnerable in extreme weather conditions and it is up to us to keep them safe and as comfortable as possible. The solution so far has been to forgo digging and the like and hold numerous training sessions in the shade of the oak tree. It is in fact a great opportunity to go over good health and safety practices, gardening techniques and tool identification, also to update our tool inventory.
July 13th saw a very good turnout for our annual Open Day. The main aim of the day is for the volunteers to show off their work; but we are, of course, happy to have raised over £70 on the sale of produce. Our thanks to everyone who turned out on a very hot day, to support the volunteers.
We would like to welcome three new volunteers, Mark, Tara and Christian, and Stephen has increased his time with us from two to three days a week.
Back in June, I attended the 3M/Loughborough Echo Community Awards dinner. Although we were not lucky enough to receive an award this year, I would like to express my thanks for a very enjoyable evening and for the donation to the project of £100. 
We would all like to thank Carillon Radio for featuring us on a recent Saturday morning broadcast and Wyevale Garden Centre at Rothley for arranging a discount on the purchase of a polycarb greenhouse, cold frames and other equipment.
As always, I’d like to thank all of our volunteers for their time and effort and everyone who supports us whether it is through donations or by buying our produce at John Storer House.
Please contact me on 01509 631774 for information or to arrange to visit the project.
