Autumn - Winter Gardening Project News
Bobby Smith
Our Indian summer has past and all of our produce has been harvested. Despite a tricky season, we expect our final figure for sales of fruit, vegetables and plants to equal that of last year. Our replacement greenhouse was the result of last year’s success and next year I think we will be looking to refurbish one of the polytunnels. We are very grateful for the kind volunteers who helped with the watering rota. A lot of produce would have been lost without their assistance.
Following discussions with the gardening volunteers, we decided to take a break and go on an outing. This took place in late September and on three separate days a group was taken to visit Tropical Bird Land in Desford. Everyone had a great time and for many it was a totally new experience. The staff at Bird Land were very welcoming and we’d like to thank them for their help in making our time there so enjoyable.
In an effort to recognise the hard work of our volunteers, we introduced a ‘Gardeners of the Month’ award in the autumn. Each month, two volunteers will be named ‘Gardener of the Month’ and will receive a certificate and a homemade cake. Gardeners are encouraged to work to the best of their ability, take good care of tools and equipment, help one another, and generally be a good ambassador for the project. The winners for September were Stephen Poole and Darren Waldock. Congratulations to them and to all the volunteers who all work very hard.
We have also introduced a new scheme under which volunteers can work towards certificates at different levels of achievement in particular horticultural tasks. We hope these will not only give them a sense of progress but will serve to demonstrate their ability to others.
This idea has grown out of our work with Thrive to develop a quality assurance scheme and to achieve best practice on the Project. We have also been asking parents and carers, the volunteers themselves and other professionals involved with us what they see as the benefits of the Project and for any suggestions for improvement. If any readers have any suggestions, please contact me. 
As always, thanks to everyone for your support. 
For further information, please contact Bobby Smith on 01509 631774 or bobby.smith@voluntaryactioncharnwood.org.uk
