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Press Release
Local Celebration for National Volunteers’ Week
Held at John Storer House

On Wednesday, 2 June 2010

Leicestershire’s Lord-Lieutenant, Jennifer, Lady Gretton and The Mayor
of Charnwood, ClIr Jill Vincent, joined local volunteers and members of
voluntary organisations for a wholehearted ‘Celebration of Volunteering’
held at John Storer House on Wednesday, 2 June.

The event was organised in partnership by Voluntary Action Charnwood
and Voluntary Action LeicesterShire to celebrate volunteering throughout
Charnwood during National Volunteers’ Week, which takes place
annually during the first week of June. Neil Lambert, the Chief Executive
of Voluntary Action Charnwood, greeted both dignitaries and Jim
McCallum, Volunteering Manager of Voluntary Action LeicesterShire,
presided.



Lady Gretton spoke of her delight and honour in being invited to share in
the celebrations stating, ‘a sustainable and caring community cannot
exist without the loyal support of its volunteers.’

She also asked attendees to consider the Queen’s Award for Voluntary
Service urging them to spread the word and nominate worthy local
community groups for the award. It is the highest award voluntary
groups can receive and is given to volunteer groups across the UK for
outstanding work done in their local communities.

Cllr Jill Vincent, the Mayor of Charnwood, emphasised her great
personal pleasure in seeing and meeting people who make such a big
commitment to volunteering stating, ‘Volunteering isn’t just about doing
something nice, it's about dedicating yourself over a period of time to the
neighbourhood which is entirely admirable. My heart swells with pride
when | see such wonderful people working tirelessly for their local
community.’

Finally, Lady Gretton and the Mayor of Charnwood both stressed the
valuable contribution made by volunteers to the local community and
thanked them before cutting a celebratory cake to mark the event.




Later, whilst the cake was
shared by all, both
dignitaries were able to
spend time speaking to the
many local volunteers who
attended the coffee morning

and personally thank them for their contribution.

Home-Start and Victim Support also attended with stands as both
organisations rely on the constant recruitment of volunteers and their
valued ongoing support. The Digital Activist Inclusion Network (DAIN),
currently working with the Workers’ Educational Association (WEA) to
encourage the use of technology with the help of volunteers, also joined
in the celebrations.

Information on volunteering in Charnwood can be obtained from
Voluntary Action LeicesterShire who have two members of staff based at
JSH. Please call in to Reception for further information or contact Ilir
Demaj on:

Tel: 07815 4457632 Email: ilir.d@valonline.org.uk

Or, if you would like to volunteer at John Storer House, a booklet
detailing In-House Volunteering Opportunities is now available and can
be obtained by calling into Reception or on the Voluntary Action
Charnwood website or telephone 01509 631759 or email:
wendy.smith@voluntaryactioncharnwood.org.uk




