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It stayed bright for the Charnwood Gardening Project Open Day on 
Tuesday, 15 June at Mountfields Allotments.  Bobby Smith, the 
Charnwood Gardening Project Coordinator, was on hand to welcome 
everyone to the event, which was well attended. 

The Mayor of Charnwood, Cllr Jill Vincent, kindly cut the red ribbon to 
open the new Sensory Garden stating she knew that the project and 
gardening was ‘energising for all’. 

 

 

 

 

 

The visitors were able to spend time walking leisurely around the seven 

allotment plots, taking refreshments or just sitting on benches under the 

trees admiring the new water feature.  

Sales of refreshments and plants by volunteers on the day raised 

£346.27.  Neil Clarke, from the Royal Bank of Scotland, also raised £175 

for the project from selling bedding plants donated by Colin Swift, a local 

nurseryman, to RBS staff.  

Visitors signed a Visitor’s Book and amongst the very positive feedback 
were the comments from Mike Jones, Hon Freeman: 

“A wonderful, wonderful project – well done!”  



And Ben Haynes of RBS praised the project saying: 

“It has been a pleasure to support such a fantastic project” 

Sarah Gretton, Brett Landscaping, said:  “This new sensory garden will 

give wheelchair users and people with limited mobility the chance to 

enjoy the outdoors.  Being able to donate materials to such a worthy 

community project is what Brett’s ‘Love Your Landscape’ initiative is all 

about.  We wish all at the project every success for the future.” 

Charnwood Gardening Project is taking part in ‘Loughborough in Bloom’ 
and looking forward to greeting the judges early next month, when they 
hope their work, as a community project, will score highly.   

Bobby thanked all supporters on behalf of the Project and Voluntary 

Action Charnwood, in particular local companies Brett Landscaping, 

Hansons, Hawes Plant Hire, Wedge Roofing Centre and Lafarge 

Aggregates for their generous donations of equipment, materials, money 

or time to the Project.   Thanks again to: 

Andy Bartlett 

Cesca Beamish 

Sam Blackshaw 

Brett Landscaping 

Paul Broughton 

Lee Clarke 

Neil Clarke 

Cumberland Aquatics 

William Davis Ltd 

Hansons 



Lafarge Aggregates Ltd 

Loughborough University Action Team 

Midlands Co-Operative Group 

Norfolk Greenhouses Ltd 

Ivan Ost 

Royal Bank of Scotland Staff 

Sue Selfe 

Pete Stanton 

Colin Swift 

Travis Perkins 

Trish Thompson 

Phil Thornton 

Wedge Roofing Centre 

Lynn Whitworth 

Wyvale/Rowena Garden Centre 
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For further details on the Project please contact B obby Smith on 
01509 631774 or e-mail:  

bobby.smith@voluntaryactioncharnwood.org.uk 


