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                                       July 2010 

 
Welcome to the new and updated Charnword, now the e-newsletter of 
Voluntary Action Charnwood.  In this first issue we aim to introduce some 
of the services we currently provide within Charnwood, review key issues 
and inspire you to get involved.    
 
Charnword will provide regular updates on our latest news and let you 
know how to access our services and activities.  Please take a moment to 
look at our website which also carries information on all of our services 
and any events happening in your part of Charnwood.  
 

www.voluntaryactioncharnwood.org.uk 
 

Do call in to see us at John Storer House or ring us if you think any of our 
services may be of interest to you or someone you know. Our main 
switchboard number is: 
 

01509 631750 or  
e-mail:  enquiries@voluntaryactioncharnwood.org.uk 

 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
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Our three Community Development Workers are Amina Wadud, Cath Walker and 
Janet Lewis who are committed to, and focussed on, building social capital for 
stronger communities in their dedicated priority neighbourhoods within Charnwood.    
 
The team is based at John Storer House in Loughborough.  Amina works in the 
Hastings and Lemyngton Wards in Loughborough, Cath works in Mountsorrel and 
South Charnwood and Janet works in the Ashby Road Estate, Warwick Way and 
Shelthorpe in Loughborough. Please see their contact details below. 
 
A recent development has been the community audits completed by local 
volunteers. The results are expected soon and the celebration is reported in the 
press release section of Charnword.   
 
We are also pleased that Loughborough University are considering investing in the 
two local community flats, Marios Tinenti Centre (MTC) and Altogether Place, which 
will assist in sustaining success initiated by Charnwood Borough Council. 
                                                       

 
                                                                   Cath                 Amina           Janet 
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News from the Priority  
Neighbourhoods in Charnwood  
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Marios Tinenti Centre goes from 
strength to strength thanks to the 
partnership approach from agencies 
and the contribution from Cherie 
Tinenti, (widow of Marios). 
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*�����*�����*�����*����� :  Women's Aid 1 pm – 4 pm 
Housing Officer Richard Smith 2 pm – 3 pm 
Leicestershire Constabulary 2 pm – 3 pm 
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��� : Coffee Morning 10 am - 12 pm 
Housing officer 10 am - 11am 
Environmental Services 10 am – 12 pm 
 
/������/������/������/������   Drop in session 10.30 am - 2.00 pm 
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Thurmaston Amateur Boxing Club has 
benefited from Cath’s support with the 
establishment of the group and to 
obtain a grant from the Area Forum.  
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August 14th Noon - 4pm at Halstead Road 
playing fields  
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22 August from 1 pm – 6pm.  Thurmaston’s 
own Live Music Festival at Garden Street 
Park, off the Melton Road 
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Altogether Place is the name of the new community flat at 72 Warwick Way, in 
use by the community, ahead of the formal opening this Summer 2010.  Below is 
the latest newsletter from the Altogether Place. 
 

 
 

The newsletter is available to read on the Altogether Place website at: 
www.altogetherplace.co.uk 

www.voluntaryactioncharnwood.org.uk 
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Do call in to John Storer House for a copy of the new colour leaflet or click on 
the link below to our website: 

http://www.voluntaryactioncharnwood.org.uk/uploads/134bfe8e1d2c384793457528.pdf 
 
It lists the numerous things you can do at JSH on a daily basis, many of which 
have stood the test of time as they are successful and continue to offer benefits 
to all-comers. 
 
The leaflet also gives details of our comprehensive Catering Service and a 
sample menu has also been produced to give a flavour of the dishes on offer 
and their price. 
 
The organisation relies on the valued support of volunteers and an advert is 
included aimed at recruiting more volunteers to support the work of the House.  
We have a variety of interesting opportunities available and they are all detailed 
in our In-House Volunteering Booklet available from Reception or the link below:   
 

http://www.voluntaryactioncharnwood.org.uk/uploads/134c31d8e6dda67950635416.pdf 
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Following the intervention of Shepshed Town Council, support from Charnwood 
Borough Council, and a one-off grant from Area Forum fears about the Volunteer 
Centre have been allayed. 
 

 
 

Cllr Diane Horn, Chairman of Shepshed Town Council,  handing over a cheque for £5,000 
to Angie Whitmore of Shepshed Volunteer Centre 

 
The Centre has extended opening times and is now open for 2 hours from  
9 am -11 am Monday to Friday and volunteering services are provided at other 
times.  Angie Whitmore supports activities and is now able to do more outreach 
work, including promoting volunteering to young people, in co-operation with local 
schools and other local youth service providers.   
 
Contact:     Angie Whitmore 
  Shepshed Volunteer Centre 
                   9A Charnwood Road 
           Shepshed 
  LE12 9QE 
 
Tel:    01509 508040 
E-mail:   angie.whitmore@voluntaryactioncharnwood.org.uk 
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Voluntary Action Charnwood and Voluntary Action LeicesterShire worked in 
partnership to hold the inaugural meeting of the Charnwood VCS Forum on 
Wednesday, 10 February 2010 at Woodhouse Community Hall. Cllr Jill Vincent, a 
trustee of both VAC and VAL, gave the welcome speech. 
 
The meeting was organised to enable local groups to discuss the concept of a district 
forum and what it might achieve. The event was well attended by a diverse number of 
organisations that were also given the opportunity to discuss their funding 
requirements and raise their concerns about the new system of funding being 
developed by Charnwood Borough Council. Michael Hopkins, Standards and 
Monitoring Support Officer of CBC, presented the new Community Grants 
Programme to explain the type of organisations the Council would be funding in the 
future and the distribution of funds throughout Charnwood.   
 
Neil Lambert, Chief Executive of Voluntary Action Charnwood, commented that; “We 
are pleased to provide new ways for people to be active citizens and to get their 
views heard by decision-makers. Future Forum meetings will also feed into the VCS 
Assembly at county level.”  
 
Anyone who would like to know more about the Charnwood Forum or take part in the 
new Steering Group should contact Neil Lambert at VAC, or Mary Hall at VAL on 
07837 257366 or e-mail mary.h@valonline.org.uk. 

www.voluntaryactioncharnwood.org.uk 
 



 

CHARNWOOD TOGETHER 
making life better 

�
Charnwood Together is the local strategic partnership for the Borough and 
comprises various statutory organisations, private sector representatives and 
the Voluntary and Community Sector. 
 
Neil Lambert, Chief Executive of Voluntary Action Charnwood, sits on the 
Board and Executive Committee and several delivery groups. 
 
The Executive meets monthly at Southfields and deals with urgent items 
between quarterly Board meetings held around the Borough, including at John 
Storer House (JSH) and Loughborough University. The People and Places 
Delivery Group brings together information from Neighbourhood Management 
and Community Engagement work, including matters arising from Ward Walks 
and evaluating successes and challenges in local communities. 
 
The Community Safety Partnership has input from the Police and considers 
results from Crime Reduction across the Borough. 
 
There are three Area Forums covering Loughborough and four around the 
rest of the Borough, bringing people together nearer to home. They have 
recently completed a Participatory Budgeting exercise and local community 
groups are now spending grants received to benefit their users and members. 
 

 

 
 
 
The Charnwood Together website, also available by hyperlink from 
www.voluntaryactioncharnwood.org.uk contains full details of activities and 
also a useful calendar of events “Happening in Charnwood” which is highly 
recommended. 
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Charnwood Area Forums 
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www.leicestershireforums.org 
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Leicestershire Together 
 

Leicestershire Together is the partnership of partnerships at county-level, and 
includes high-ranking members and officers from the NHS, Police, County 
Council and District Councils, as well as the Private Sector and Voluntary & 
Community Sector. 
 
Neil Lambert, Chief Executive of Voluntary Action Charnwood, sits on the 
Strategic Partnership Board, Executive, and Strategic Commissioning Group, 
and chairs the Stronger Communities Board led by the VCS. 
 
The Executive meets bi-monthly at County Hall, dealing with operational 
activities, between quarterly Board meetings where policy is discussed and 
future plans considered. The Strategic Commissioning Group is relatively new 
and gets into more detail about delivery of public services, and recently heard 
about plans for new joint commissioning of Health and Social Care services 
by the NHS and County Council. 
 
The Stronger Communities Board brings together information from 
Neighbourhood Management and Community Engagement work across the 
county, including evaluating successes and challenges to improve social 
capital. Staff are employed in the Voluntary and Community Actions across 
the county and co-ordinated by central staff hosted by VAL. 
 

Contact:   Leicestershire Together 
              Room G49 
     County Hall 

Glenfield 
     Leics 
     LE3 8RA 
 

Email:   lt@leics.gov.uk 
Phone:   0116 305 5501 

 

www.leicestershiretogether.org 
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Changes to the website are being implemented, and o ur information is being 
designed primarily for electronic presentation, rat her than as a printed document 
(although hard copy printed pages will be available ). 
 
Reductions in funding of public services by central  and local government are being 
announced, and so we are concerned about people los ing out on the help they need 
and currently receive. The worst effects will be in  2011, rather than this year, but 
VAC trustees may have to also consider reduced serv ices if funding is cut. 
 
Whatever public funding is available to pay for Vol untary Action Charnwood 
services and John Storer House activities we will h ave a lot of fundraising to do, so 
watch out for the next edition including the launch  of a new era for us all. 
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Striving to achieve inclusion and justice for all p eople and communities 
 

John Storer House 
Wards End 

Loughborough 
Leics 

LE11 3HA 
 

enquiries@voluntaryactioncharnwood.org.uk 
 

Tel:  01509 631750 
Fax:  01509 631751 
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Volunteer Centre Shepshed 
9a Charnwood Road 

Shepshed 
LE12 9QE 

	

shepshed@voluntaryactioncharnwood.org.uk 
 

Tel/Fax:  01509 508040 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	

 
 

 

 
If you have any comments on Charnword or any news items, events or 
updates that you would like included in the next quarterly issue please 

phone on 01509 631750 or e-mail us at: 
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We look forward to hearing from you 

Disclaimer - The views expressed by contributors in Charnword are not necessarily those of Voluntary Action Charnwood 


